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or an intuitional faith. .. None of my critics, however,
has done that yet; few, I believe, would like to do it.
When I say that our apprehension of the Infinite
takes place independent of, nay, in spite of sense and
reason, I use these two words in their ordinary ac-
ceptation. If it is true that sense supplies us with
finite objects only, and if reason has nothing to work
on except those finite objects, then our assumed appre-
hension of anything infinite must surely be independ-
ent of, nay, in spite of sense or reason. Whether the
premisses are right is another question^ which we shall
have to discuss presently,

The Meaning of Infinite.

Let us now see whether we can agree on some
general characteristic of all that forms the object of
our religious consciousness. I chose 'infinite' for that
purpose, as it seemed best to comprehend all that
transcends our senses and our reason, taking these
terms in their ordinary meaning. All sensuous know-
ledge, whatever else it may be, is universally admitted
to be finite, finite in space and time, finite also in
quantity and quality, and as our conceptual know-
ledge is based entirely on our sensuous knowledge,
"that also can deal with finite objects only. Finite
being then the most general predicate of all our so-
called positive knowledge, I thought infinite the least
objectionable term for all that transcends our senses
and our reason, always taking these words in their
ordinary meaning. I thought it preferable to inde-
finite, invisible, supersensuous, supernatural, absolute
or divine, as the characteristic qualification of the